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TRANS* MARCH (Simcoe Pride, Barrie, Ontario, Canada
(August 4, 2016)

~RUPERT RAJ

INTRODUCTION

FOR THOSE OF YOU WHO MIGHT NOT KNOW ME, I’M A 64-YEAR-OLD, EURASIAN CANADIAN, PANSEXUAL TRANS MAN.  I’VE BEEN AN ACTIVIST ACROSS CANADA AND THE USA FOR 45 YEARS SINCE 1971, WHEN I TRANSITIONED AT 19.  I WAS ALSO A PSYCHOTHERAPIST FOR 15 YEARS, INCLUDING 13 YEARS AT SHERBOURNE HEALTH CENTRE IN TORONTO, COUNSELLING TRANSSEXUAL, TRANSGENDER, GENDERQUEER, INTERSEX, TWO-SPIRIT AND GENDER-QUESTIONING ADULTS AND GENDER NON-CONFORMING TEENAGERS AND THEIR LOVED ONES FROM 2002 INTO 2015.  I ALSO OPERATED A PART-TIME PRIVATE PRACTICE (RR CONSULTING) FROM APRIL 2002 TO MAY 2015, AT WHICH TIME I WENT ON LONG-TERM DISABILITY INSURANCE DUE TO CHRONIC BURNOUT AND VICARIOUS TRAUMATIZATION.  FOR MORE ABOUT ME AND MY WORK, CHECK OUT WIKIPEDIA AND THE CANADIAN LESBIAN & GAY ARCHIVES, AND WATCH OUT FOR MY MEMOIRS COMING OUT NEXT MARCH WITH TRANSGRESS PRESS IN SAN FRANCISCO.

HISTORY OF TORONTO TRANS* RALLIES, MARCHES AND FLAG-RAISINGS

THE FIRST ANNUAL TRANS* MARCH TOOK PLACE IN SAN FRANCISCO IN JUNE 2004, FOLLOWED BY CANADIAN MARCHES IN OTTAWA (2005), TORONTO (2009), VANCOUVER (2010), CALGARY (2014) AND MONTREAL (2014).  (I SPOKE AT THE PRIDE TORONTO TRANS* MARCH IN JULY 2012, AND ALSO THE TORONTO TRANSGENDER DAY OF REMEMBRANCE IN NOVEMBER 2014).  THE WIKIPEDIA ARTICLE ON THE TRANS* MARCH LACKS OBJECTIVITY AND ACCURACY IN ITS SPECIFIC REFERENCE TO THE TWO TORONTO TRANS* MARCHES, OMTTING A FULL ACCOUNT OF THE DIVERGENT PERSPECTIVES OF EVENTS BY MEMBERS OF A MARGINALIZED, FRAGMENTED COMMUNITY.  SO, I’D LIKE TO BALANCE THIS BIASED REPORT BY ACKNOWLEDGING THE RELATIVE SUCCESS OVER THE PAST THREE YEARS OF PRIDE TORONTO’S TRANS* PRIDE TEAM, ORIGINATED BY LUKA SIDARAVICIUS, EVANA ORTIGOZA, DEN TEMIN AND OTHERS, WHO WORKED CLOSELY WITH THE HISTORICALLY-CISGENDER PRIDE TORONTO BOARD IN 2013 AND 2014 TO CREATE A SUSTAINABLE TRANS* PRIDE MARCH, TRANS* COMMUNITY FAIR AND TRANS* SPACE AS ANNUAL EVENTS IN THE LGBTTI2SQQAA COMMUNITY.  AND, PRIDE TORONTO NOW HAS THREE TRANS* BOARD MEMBERS, INCLUDING RACHEL LAUREN CLARK.

THIS YEAR, ON MAY 17, I PROUDLY WATCHED TORONTO MAYOR JOHN TORY RAISE THE CANADIAN TRANS* FLAG AT TORONTO CITY HALL ON INTERNATIONAL DAY AGAINST HOMOPHOBIA, TRANSPHOBIA AND BIPHOBIA.  ON JUNE 1, I CHEERED AS OPENLY-GAY, ONTARIO PREMIER KATHLEEN WYNNE RAISED THE RAINBOW PRIDE FLAG AT QUEEN’S PARK THE FIRST DAY OF TORONTO’S PRIDE MONTH (I’LL BE ASKING ONTARIO PREMIER WYNNE, BC PREMIER CLARK AND CANADIAN PRIME MINISTER TRUDEAU TO SIMULTANEOUSLY RAISE THE TRANS* FLAG NEXT YEAR).  ON JULY 1, I MARCHED IN THE TRANS** PRIDE TORONTO MARCH, CARRYING THE TRANS* COALITION PROJECT (TORONTO) BANNER WITH ORGANIZATIONAL PARTNERS TORONTO TRANS* ALLIANCE MEMBERS STEPHANIE WOOLLEY, DOT AND WENDI SNOWDON, AND TRANS* LOBBY GROUP MEMBERS SUSAN GAPKA, MARTINE STONEHOUSE, SHADMITH MANZO AND OTHERS.



NOW, I’M SPEAKING TO YOU HERE TODAY AT SIMCOE PRIDE’S TRANS* RALLY & MARCH IN BARRIE, ONTARIO, CANADA URGING ALL TRANS* COMMUNITY MEMBERS TO “WALK THE TALK” TOWARDS TRUE SOLIDARITY.  THIS MEANS TRANSCENDING RACISM, INDIGENEITY, CLASSISM, SEXISM, AGEISM, ABLEISM, HOMOPHOBIA, BIPHOBIA, TRANSPHOBIA AND GENDERPHOBIA.  AND SPECIFICALLY, COMMITTING OUR SUPPORT, AS TRANS AND CIS PEOPLE OF COLOUR AND AS WHITE TRANS AND CIS ALLIES, TO TRANS* BLACK LIVES MATTER – TORONTO, WHICH EXECUTED A DIRECT ACTION (LIKE REV. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. AND MALCOLM X DID WHEN FIGHTING FOR BLACK RIGHTS IN THE 1960S) IN THE WAY OF A PEACEFUL PROTEST AGAINST PRIDE TORONTO, DEMANDING COMPLETE SAFETY AND FULL INCLUSION.  PRIDE TORONTO PRESIDENT MATHIEU CHANTELOIS MET ALL THEIR DEMANDS EXCEPT FOR THE BANNING OF POLICE FROM PRIDE EVENTS.

WHEN I WITNESSED THE VICIOUS BACKLASH AGAINST BLACK FOLKS, OF OUR LOCAL QUEER AND TRANS COMMUNITIES, I WAS ASHAMED TO BE A TORONTONIAN!  FRIENDS, WE MUST MOVE BEYOND OUR SMALL-MINDED, MEAN-SPIRITED AGENDAS AND UNITE IN GOOD FAITH, WORKING TOGETHER TOWARDS OUR COMMON GOAL OF PEACEFUL CO-EXISTENCE WITHIN OUR DIVERSE COMMUNITIES: BLACK AND WHITE, INDIGENOUS AND NON-INDIGENOUS, OLD AND YOUNG, ABLED AND DIFFERENTLY-ABLED, QUEER AND STRAIGHT, TRANSGENDER AND CISGENDER.  TAKE HEED, WE MUST STOP THE IN-FIGHTING AND COLLABORATE IN LOVING KINDNESS OR WE WILL DIE OUT LIKE THE DINOSAURS BEFORE OUR TIME.  MOTHER EARTH IS URGING US, ALL CREATURES GREAT AND SMALL, TO LEARN HOW TO PLAY AND WORK TOGETHER IN HARMONY, AS INTERCONNECTED ORGANISMS WITHIN OUR ECO-SYSTEM.


NOW, I WANT TO CHANGE GEARS.  GIVEN THAT I’LL BE RETIRING NEXT MARCH AND WINDING DOWN MY TRANS ACTIVISM, EXCEPT FOR THE SELLING OF MY TWO BOOKS (INCLUDING MY AND DAN IRVING’S 2014 BOOK, TRANS ACTIVISM IN CANADA), IT’S GOOD TO KNOW THAT TRANS ADVOCACY IS MOVING AHEAD WITH OR WITHOUT ME, CARRIED ON BY OTHER TRANS CANADIANS BECAUSE THERE’S GOT TO BE AN AFTER-LIFE FOR LONG-TIME TRANS ACTIVISTS LIKE ME WHO ARE SO BURNT OUT, DESPERATELY NEEDING TO PASS ON THE BATON TO THE YOUNGER GENERATION!

RECENT HISTORICAL TRANS* RIGHTS MILESTONES IN ONTARIO (2008-2016)

TO BRIEFLY RECAP, 2008 INTO 2016 WERE AUSPICIOUS YEARS FOR TRANS ONTARIANS AND CANADIANS IN TERMS OF TRANS RIGHTS WHEN SEVERAL HISTORICAL BILLS BECAME LAW, MOSTLY DUE TO THE DILIGENT ADVOCACY OF OUR BELOVED CIS ALLY, NEW DEMOCRATIC PARTY (NDP) MEMBER OF PROVINCIAL PARLIAMENT (MPP) CHERI DINOVO, AND THE TRANS HEALTH LOBBY GROUP LED BY SUSAN GAPKA.  (SUSAN, MICHELLE HOGAN, JOANNE NEVERMANN, D.S. AND CO-FOUNDED THE THLG IN 2001, LATER JOINED BY SHADMITH MANZO, DAVINA HADER, ILSA LOVING, ETC.).

2008: BILL: TO RELIST GENDER-CONFIRMING SURGERY (AKA SEX-REASSIGNMENT SURGERY) FOR TRANS PEOPLE UNDER THE ONTARIO HEALTH INSURANCE PLAN (OHIP), EIGHT YEARS AFTER ITS DELISTING IN 1998, THANKS TO SUSAN GAPKA AND THE TRANS HEALTH LOBBY GROUP.

2012: BILL 33 (“TOBY’S ACT”): AN AMENDMENT TO THE ONTARIO HUMAN RIGHTS CODE TO PROTECT TRANSSEXUAL, TRANSGENDER, GENDERQUEER, INTERSEX AND TWO-SPIRIT PEOPLE, CROSSDRESSERS, AND OTHERS WHOSE GENDER IDENTITY OR EXPRESSION DIFFERS FROM THEIR BIRTH-ASSIGNED SEX.  INTRODUCED BY NDP MPP CHERI DINOVO AND SUPPORTED BY THE TRANS LOBBY GROUP AND SUSAN GAPKA’S HUMAN RIGHTS CAMPAIGN.
[TOBY’S ACT WAS TESTED WHEN TORONTO TRANS MAN BOYD KODAK SUED THE TORONTO POLICE SERVICE AND THE VANIER CENTRE FOR WOMEN FOR TRANSPHOBIC ABUSE IN MAY 2016.  BOYD WON HIS ONTARIO HUMAN RIGHTS CASE WITH THE HELP OF OUR CIS ALLY LAWYER SUSAN URSEL AND SEVERAL EXPERT WITNESSES, INCLUDING ME.  THE TRIBUNAL ORDERED THE TORONTO POLICE SERVICE TO AMEND ITS GUIDELINES FOR WORKING WITH TRANS PEOPLE IN CONSULTATION WITH A COMMITTEE TO BE SELECTED FROM THE TRANS COMMUNITY.]

2012: BILL 14 (“THE ANTI-BULLYING ACT”): A PROVINCIAL ACT IN ONTARIO PROHIBITING BULLYING IN SCHOOLS OF RACIAL AND SEXUAL MINORITIES, THEREBY PROTECTING TRANSGENDER AND CISGENDER PEOPLE, AS WELL AS STRAIGHT, QUEER, PANSEXUAL AND ASEXUAL STUDENTS. 

2012: LEGISLATION TO REMOVE THE SURGICAL PRE-REQUIREMENT OF GENDER-CONFIRMING SURGERY (AKA SEX-REASSIGNMENT SURGERY) TO LEGALLY CHANGE SEX DESIGNATION (AKA GENDER MARKER) ON AN ONTARIO BIRTH CERTIFICATE AND OTHER ONTARIO IDENTITY DOCUMENTS, PER THE ONTARIO VITAL STATISTICS ACT.  INTRODUCED BY LAWYER SUSAN URSEL WITH THE SUPPORT OF THE TRANS LOBBY GROUP.

2013: BILL 14 (“THE ACCEPTING SCHOOLS ACT”): IT BECAME MANDATORY FOR ALL ONTARIO PUBLICLY-FUNDED SCHOOLS (INCLUDING CATHOLIC SCHOOLS) TO SUPPORT THE FORMATION OF "TOLERANCE CLUBS," ESPECIALLY INCLUDING GAY-STRAIGHT ALLIANCES (GSAS).


RECENT HISTORICAL TRANS* RIGHTS MILESTONES IN CANADA (2009-2016)

2015: BILL 77 (“AFFIRMING SEXUAL ORIENTATION AND GENDER IDENTITY ACT”): TO OUTLAW “REPARATIVE” OR “CONVERSION” THERAPY” AND DELIST IT AS AN INSURED GOVERNMENT HEALTH SERVICE UNDER OHIP, INTRODUCED BY NDP MPP CHERI DINOVO.  FOLLOWING ONTARIO’S LEAD, PRESIDENT BARACK OBAMA STATED THAT HE HOPES TO BAN THIS PATHOLOGIZING THERAPY IN THE USA.

2009-2016: BILL C-389, BILL C-279, BILL C-204 AND BILL C-16 (TO AMEND THE CANADIAN HUMAN RIGHTS ACT AND THE CRIMINAL CODE):  THE FIRST THREE WERE FEDERAL BILLS TO PROHIBIT DISCRIMINATION ON THE GROUNDS OF “GENDER IDENTITY” ONLY (WITH BILL C-279 WAS INTRODUCED BY OUR CIS ALLIES NDP MPS BILL SIKSAY AND RANDALL GARRISON).  AND ON MAY 17, 2016, BILL C-16: A FOURTH BILL WAS INTRODUCED BY FEDERAL JUSTICE MINISTER JODY WILSON-RAYBOULD, DECLARING IT A “HATE CRIME” TO DISCRIMINATE AGAINST TRANSGENDER CANADIANS BASED ON “GENDER IDENTTIY” OR “GENDER EXPRESSION.”

WHAT A TRAGIC IRONY THAT SIMULTANEOUSLY, CERTAIN AMERICAN SOUTHERN STATES WERE TRYING TO IMPOSE A “BATHROOM BILL” TO LIMIT THE BASIC RIGHTS OF TRANS PEOPLE.  I’M SO GLAD TO LIVE IN A DEMOCRATIC SOCIETY – OH, CANADA!  AS CANADIAN TORONTO TRANS LOBBY GROUP LEADER SUSAN GAPKA’S SLOGAN ASSERTS, “TRANS RIGHTS ARE HUMAN RIGHTS!”  AND AS AMERICAN TRANS ACTIVIST LAWYER DEAN SPADE CLAIMS, “TRANS RESISTANCE” [SHALL INEVITABLY TRIUMPH!].  SO LET’S ALL JOIN THE EFFORTS OF THE TRANS COALITION PROJECT - TORONTO (transcoalition@gmail.com) (A PARTNERSHIP OF THE TORONTO TRANS ALLIANCE LED BY STEPHANIE WOOLLEY AND THE TRANS LOBBY GROUP LED BY SUSAN GAPKA) AND ALSO TRANS EQUALITY RIGHTS IN CANADA (http://www.transequalitycanada.com/) (LED BY GENDER MOSAIC LEADER AMANDA RYAN) AND LOBBY YOUR MP TO VOTE FOR BILL C-16 WHEN PARLIAMENT RECONVENES.  I’M HOPING TO MEET WITH PRIME MINISTER JUSTIN TRUDEAU IN NOVEMBER TO ASK HIM FOR HIS PERSONAL SUPPORT AND ALSO TO ASK HIM HOW TO INTRODUCE A BILL TO RAISE THE CANADIAN TRANS* FLAG ALONGSIDE THE RAINBOW FLAG NEXT YEAR ON JUNE 1, 2017.

FOLLOWING IN THE FOOTSTEPS OF THE CIVIL RIGHTS MOVEMENT AND BLACK POWER, OF WOMEN’S LIBERATION AND OF GAY PRIDE, IT’S NOW OUR TIME – TIME FOR TRANS PEOPLE TO RISE UP AND DEMAND EQUALITY AND FREEDOM.  BUT WE MUST ALSO DOVETAIL WITH THE OVERALL GOALS OF BLACK POWER, WOMEN’S LIB AND GAY PRIDE AS AN ALLIED INTERSECTIONAL COMMUNITY FIGHTING THE COMMON ENEMY OF SOCIETAL OPPRESSION: RACIAL, SEXUAL AND GENDER VIOLENCE.  AND WE MUST ALSO INCLUDE OUR INTERSEX, ASEXUAL AND INDIGENOUS SISTERS AND BROTHERS, WHO’VE HISTORICALLY NOT BEEN INVITED INTO THE INNER CIRCLE.  IN AUSTRALIA AND NEW ZEALAND, INTERSEX PEOPLE ARE EXPLICITLY INCLUDED IN LGBTTI2SQQAA ORGANIZATIONS.  IN NEW ZEALAND THE INDIGENOUS MAORI PEOPLE ARE TREATED AS POLITICAL EQUALS, INCLUDING THEIR OFFICIAL MAORI LANGUAGE.  SO FELLOW CANADIANS, LET’S INVITE OUR INDIGENOUS, INTERSEX AND ASEXUAL COMMUNITY MEMBERS INTO OUR CIRCLE OF “RADICAL INCUSION.”  AS NZ TRANS ACTIVIST POLITICIAN GEORGINA BEYER ASSERTS, “THE TIME IS NOW!”

I’D LOVE TO TELL YOU OF OTHER TRANS* LEGAL VICTORIES ACROSS CANADA, BUT MY TIME IS LIMITED SO CHECK OUT THE JUSTICE TRANS WEBSITE (http://www.justicetrans.com/) FOR THE PROGRESS OF TRANS* RIGHTS AND LEGISLATION, ACCESSIBLE FOR EACH PROVINCE/TERRITORY – AND BE SURE TO COMPLETE THE TRANSFORMING JUSTICE: TRANS* LEGAL NEEDS ASSESSMENT ONTARIO (https://northernoriole.ca/transformingjustice.ca/welcome).
IN MEMORY OF SEVERAL RECENTLY-DEPARTED CANADIAN TRANS* ACTIVISTS

NOW, I WISH TO TAKE A BRIEF MOMENT TO PAY TRIBUTE TO FOUR LOCAL CANADIAN TRANS* ACTIVISTS (ALL FRIENDS OF MINE) WHO HAVE RECENTLY DEPARTED US SO WE NEVER FORGET THOSE WHO PAVED THE WAY FOR US:
JAN. 10, 2012: LYNNE LOUISE PELLERIN (MONTREAL/MONCTON) (68)…
(one of three trans women who co-founded the Association for Canadian Transsexuals in 1969/1970 - the first trans* group in Canada)
JULY 3, 2012: KYLE ANDREW SMITH SCANLON (TORONTO/HAMILTON) (40)
FEB. 5/9, 2014: XANTHRA PHILLIPPA MACKAY (TORONTO) (58)
APRIL 24, 2016: AIYANNA MARACLE (OSHWEKEN, ONTARIO) (65)

CONCLUSION

IN CLOSING, I WANT TO URGE ALL OF US TO OPEN OUR HEARTS AND MINDS TO RADICAL INCLUSIVITY FOR ALL HUMAN AND ANIMAL SENTIENT BEINGS.  WE MUST STRIVE TOWARDS INTEGRATING ALL OF OUR DIVERSE IDENTITIES (WHILE STILL PRESERVING EACH UNIQUE INDIVIDUAL IDENTITY) ACROSS THE CONTINUUM - THAT MULTI-HUED RAINBOW REFLECTING ALL OF MOTHER EARTH’S CHILDREN.  SO I’D LIKE TO LEAVE YOU WITH THE IMAGE OF A METAPHOR FOR POSITIVE CHANGE: THE PHOENIX, A MYTHICAL MAGICAL BIRD TRANSCENDING RELIGIOUS AND CULTURAL TRADITIONS THROUGHOUT HISTORY.  LIKE THE FIERY PHOENIX IN FLIGHT, SO SHALL WE (TRANS*, GENDERQUEER, INTERSEX, ASEXUAL AND TWO-SPIRIT PEOPLE, AND OUR LOVED ONES AND ALLIES) RISE ABOVE THE ASHES OF DEFEAT AND DESPAIR, AND SOAR UPWARDS TO NEW HEIGHTS OF HOPE AND FREEDOM.  

TOGETHER, WE SHALL WORK TOWARDS TRANSFORMING THE WORLD INTO A BETTER PLACE FOR ALL AND WITNESS THE TRANSFORMATIVE POWER OF CHANGE THROUGH COMMUNITY IN ACTION: A GLOBAL COMMUNITY OF ONE MIND, ONE HEART AND ONE SPIRIT.  “TRANS* PRIDE!  TRANS* POWER!
ADDENDUM: CANADIAN TRANS* RIGHTS & LEGISLATION ACROSS CANADA

MEDICAL:

(RE)LISTING OF GENDER-CONFIRMING SURGERY (AKA SEX-REASSIGNMENT SURGERY) AS AN INSURED GOVERNMENT HEALTH SERVICE
*EVERY PROVINCE EXCEPT PRINCE EDWARD ISLAND 
*NOVA SCOTIA (2014) & NEW BRUNSWICK (2016)

BANNING OF “REPARATIVE”/“CONVERSION” THERAPY REGARDING GENDER IDENTITY AND SEXUAL ORIENTATION, AND ITS DELISTING AS AN INSURED GOVERNMENT HEALTH SERVICE
ONLY ONTARIO (2016) SO FAR & MANITOBA HOPEFULLY SOON

LEGAL:

EXPLICIT LEGAL PROTECTION FOR “GENDER IDENTITY” AND/OR “GENDER EXPRESSION” IN THE HUMAN RIGHTS CODE
*EVERY PROVINCE/TERRITORY EXCEPT QUEBEC, NEW BRUNSWICK, NUNAVUT TERRITORY & YUKON TERRITORY (COVERED UNDER OTHER GROUNDS)
*MANITOBA, SASKATCHEWAN & NORTHWEST TERRITORIES (“GENDER IDENTITY” ONLY)

REMOVING PRE-REQUIREMENT OF GENDER-CONFIRMING SURGERY TO LEGALLY CHANGE SEX DESIGNATION (AKA GENDER MARKER) ON BIRTH CERTIFICATE AND OTHER IDENTITY DOCUMENTS
*EVERY PROVINCE/TERRITORY EXCEPT QUEBEC, NEW BRUNSWICK, PEI, NEWFOUNDLAND, NORTHWEST TERRITORIES, NUNAVUT TERRITORY & YUKON TERRITORY
